
Graffiti has been prevalent in the U.S. since the 1960’s, and has evolved from political 
statements to gang territory inscriptions and even “street artist expression.”  Regardless of the 
intent, “tagging” as an art form or gang affiliation, is a crime and constitutes vandalism of 
public or private property.  The costs associated with cleaning up graffiti are 
considerable, with an estimated $12 billion dollars per year spent by taxpayers nationwide.

As with other forms of vandalism, areas where graffiti is not controlled after being “tagged” 
tend to attract other types of crime in the vicinity, creating a perception of deterioration in 
neighborhoods.  This can greatly impact the community by resulting in a loss of revenue for 
local businesses, public transportation and the overall devaluation of properties.  Graffiti  
issues are often related to other crime and problems such as public disorder, shoplifting, 
gangs/gang violence and property destruction.

Since criminal behaviors are related to one another, it is important to address nuisance crimes 
at an early stage before they become unmanageable.    Subsequently, graffiti is not a minor 
problem, but rather a major financial burden that can devastate the well-being and safety of 
communities and their residents.

IN THE KNOW:
 GRAFFITI

Source: “Problem-Oriented Guides for Police, Problem-Specific Guides Series No.9. Graffiti.” U.S. Department of Justice. August 2004.

SAN FRANCISCO, CA
$24.1 MILLION

LOS ANGELES, CA
$30 MILLION

CHICAGO, IL
$7 MILLION

MINNEAPOLIS, MN
$4 MILLION

LAS VEGAS, NV
$3 MILLION

DENVER, CO
$1 MILLION

PITTSBURGH, PA
$350,000

HOUSTON, TX
$2.2 MILLION

NASHVILLE, TN
$240,000

COMMON TYPES OF GRAFFITI

GANG RELATED: 
Marks territories or conveys threats
TAGGER GRAFFITI: 
From simple to complex “street art”

IDEOLOGICAL:
Conveys political, racial or hate messages
CONVENTIONAL:
Isolated/spontaneous acts



The FlashCAM is a solar-powered, portable, motion-activated crime deterrent system 
that helps protect communities from nuisance crimes and allocate valuable 

resources to other areas of need. 

DETERRENCE SAVES TIME, MONEY & COMMUNITIES

FlashCAM users across the country have reported a dramatic decline in graffiti in the 
areas that the systems have been installed. The unique deterrent features, such as the 
customizable voice warning and bright flash typically deter the criminals before they engage 
in the activity. 

Brighton, CO:
“One system was just installed 

and we got photos of two 
taggers spraying graffiti, 
we are in the process of 

PROSECUTING them.”

Sgt. Scott Wegscheider
Brighton Police Department

Los Angeles, CA:
The LAPD reported an 

86% DECLINE
in graffiti in the areas 

that the FlashCAM systems
 were implemented

New York, NY:
“We installed a FlashCAM... 

left it at that location 
for two months, and the 

GRAFFITI STOPPED!”
Danny Mercado, Parks Supervisor

New York, NY

FlashCAM is set to trigger to capture 
evidence of taggers in the act.

Deterrent features are also triggered and suspects 
immediately leave the scene.


